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MINUTES of a meeting of the Events Committee held at the Harold Mason Centre on
Tuesday 23 September 2025.

PRESENT Councillors A Evelyn (in the Chair); N Padget; J Currall; J Taylor; S Baynes
and S Edwards.

IN ATTENDANCE Lionel Thatcher, Town Clerk.
EV 25/019 APOLOGIES None
EV 25/020 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.
EV 25/021 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None were made.
EV 25/022 DUCK RACE

Councillor Currall said it had been hard work but was a fantastic day. There were no
issues and the weather had been kind.  Receipts from duck race tickets and the
raffle together with sponsorship money to date showed a net profit of around £2000.
There is still some money to come in.

He thought that next year it would be nice to revert to the usual time of June for the
event, possibly on a Saturday, subject to Council approving. Members present
thought that this would be acceptable and will recommend same to Council. The
event would again be a community-organised event and not a Council event.

It was agreed to make a donation to Northamptonshire Rescue, who were so helpful
and to give a gift voucher to Nathan, in thanks for his hard work in preparing the site.

A meeting of the organising committee will take place on 1 October.
EV 25/023 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

The Scout band has agreed to participate and the Air Cadets will provide escorts for
the banner. A Deputy Lord Lieutenant is attending, Air Vice Marshal White CB.
Approval has been received for the route and road closures and the TM company
booked. Paul Cooper has produced the programme and will organize on the day
and the Baptist Church will provide refreshments.

EV 25/024 CHRISTMAS EVENT

A working party meeting was held on 17 September and Councillor Padget said that
the fair operator has agreed to provide a few rides for younger children. These will
be sited in Churchill Way and High St, where Churchill Way joins it. Accordingly, it
is necessary to close the road this year. The Town Clerk said that approval for this
has been received from NNC and a quote received from the Traffic Management
Company in the sum of £1500. A TENSs licence has been approved but we do not
yet have approval from NNC/Balfour Beatty to hang the Christmas lighting from the
lampposts. They are demanding photos of the displays, together with the
dimensions and weights. Given that these same displays were hung from the
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lampposts for the past 3 years one wonders why it is necessary for that information.
The problem is that the displays are stored in Warwick with the contractor and so far
we have been unable to contact him.

Councillor Padget has produced an action list showing who is doing what in
preparation for the event.

EV 25/025 NEXT MEETING proposed for 21 October.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1940 hours.
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