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MINUTES of a meeting of the Events Committee held at the Harold Mason Centre on Thursday 5 
June 2025. 

  PRESENT   Councillors A Evelyn; J Taylor; B Varnfield; N Padget and J Currall and Mr S Bates 

                       IN ATTENDANCE   Lionel Thatcher, Town Clerk. 

EV 25/001  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN.  It was proposed by Councillor Currall, seconded by 
Councillor Padget and unanimously agreed that Councillor A Evelyn be appointed Chairman. 

Councillor Evelyn in the Chair. 

EV 25/002  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors J O’Hara and S Baynes.. 

EV  25/003 PUBLIC FORUM  was not used. 

EV  25/004  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  None were made. 

EV 25/005  AUGUST MUSIC NIGHTS 

Steve Bates said that he proposed running three music nights at the Millennium 
Gardens, probably on 8, 22 and 29 August between 7pm and 9pm. 

Members welcomed his proposal and wondered whether the Friends of the Library 
might be willing to provide food and drink for those evenings.  The Council’s gazebos 
could be utilised.              Jan Bates is willing to provide posters.   It is likely that a 
Performing Right Society licence will be needed and the Town Clerk will investigate that 
and the need for any permission from NNC,    

EV 25/006  SEPTEMBER EVENT/DUCK RACE 

Councillor Currall reported on the meeting which had been held by interested parties, to 
discuss this event.  He said that three councillors had been there and ten people in all 
were in attendance. 

There is considerable enthusiasm for once again holding a Duck Race, so that is what is 
proposed together with, possibly stalls and music.  The Scouts have been asked about 
the possibility of using their marquee and a response is awaited. 

There is a chance of using the Weetabix car park for event parking and the possibility of 
a credit from the toilet provider because of cancellation last year, is being investigated. 

It was thought that safety provision must be made by way of using orange plastic 
fencing and stakes along the riverside together with warning signs at all entrances to the 
Park. 

The next meeting of the working party is on 16 June. 
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EV 25/007  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

It was agreed to hold an event similar to last year, with a parade commencing at 1400 
hours from Churchill Way car park. 

Councillor Baynes and the Town Clerk have already met with Paul Cooper, who was 
Parade Marshall, to discuss arrangements and the Scouts will be asked if they could 
provide their band again and the Air Cadets asked to provide escorts to the Colour. 

EV 25/008  CHRISTMAS EVENT 

It was agreed to organize a similar event to last year, though there are some calls for a 
road closure and for a fun-fair once more.     The Town Clerk will ask NNC about the 
possibility of using a part of the Recreation Ground at Pioneer Ave for a fun-fair. 

EV 25/009  CHARGES FOR STALLS 

a) Market Stalls 

The problems with supervision of market stalls and the collection of rents was 
discussed.      A suggestion was made that Kettering Town Council might be able to help 
with monitoring and it was decided to re-commence charging with effect from August 
and to keep the charge at £10 for the time being.   Councillor Taylor volunteered to 
collect monies on market day. 

b) Events 

The charge for stalls at events to be £20, with the exception of a bar, which will be put 
out to tender. 

EV 25/010  NEXT MEETING to be held on Wednesday 2 July 2025, commencing at 6pm. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1911 hours. 
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