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CHARGING POLICY 

 

Background 

 

The Local Government Act 2003 introduced a general power to charge for the provision of any 

discretionary service. The charging powers do not apply to services which an authority is mandated or has 

a duty to provide. However, councils can charge for discretionary services (that is, services they have 

power to provide but are not obliged or have a duty to provide by law).  The recipient of the discretionary 

service must have agreed to pay for the provision of such services. 

The charging provisions contained in the Localism Act 2011 follow, very closely, the requirements of the 

2003 Act to allow local authorities to charge up to full cost recovery for discretionary services. These 

provisions will continue side-by-side rather than replace the Local Government Act 2003 powers. The 

general power to charge is subject to a duty to secure that, taking one financial year with another, the 

income from charges does not exceed the costs of provision. 

Context 

Aims to: 

1. Encourage full occupancy and usage of Town Council controlled or owned property. This includes the 

Library and Pocket Park, and the leased Harold Mason Centre 

2. Be an attractive option for commercial business. 

3. Have a flexible approach that is supportive of charities and groups aiming to provide much needed 

services to the town. (eg 50% reduction in room hire charges) 

4. Provide services to the community at the Library, over and above those listed in the Service Level 

Agreement. 

5. Increase revenue generated by the Farmers Market 

 

Review of charges 

Annual anniversary review of long-term tenancies 

Review of casual hire- annually 

Events and Groups- annually. 

Farmers Market- annually 

 

Current charges 2024 

Harold Mason Centre tenancies   

Offices             £11.88 p/sqm   

Annual Review required to make sure all tenants are charged the correct rate 
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Casual Room Hire 

Library room hire      £18 per hour 

Library Building        £100 per day     £50 charities 

Council Chamber           £24 p/hour   £12 charities 

Small conference room  £18 p/hour   £9 charities 

Market Stalls-  £10 - £17 if electric is required. Charities free or £7 if electric required 

Event stalls- charged if Over 200 attendees 

Standard pitch £25 

Small food pitch (coffee/candyfloss) £50 

Large food pitch £75 

Fair Ground        £400 

 

 

Electricity supplied by J Taylor for Millenium Garden Events 

The council will compensate J Taylor for using her electricity supply by paying £5 per market stall that 

requires electricity, per market which is a 4hr period. 

For larger events the council will pay the same rate of £5 per supply plugged for each 4 hour period. 

Christmas Lights – The Council will pay £5 per day subject to a timer being fitted reducing the operational 

hours 

 

Library 

The majority of charges are fixed in the service level agreement, the council needs to review any items not 

covered by the SLA and decide to either increase the prices by 20% or remove them from sale, where we 

cannot increase the price we will have to absorb the VAT and there is nothing in the budget to cover it. 
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